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100 jobs lost 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

On Wednesday, 100 employees at Vertis Communications' Stevensville plant were told their jobs will be lost. A U.S. company, 
Quad Graphics, has acquired the printing company but the local facility was not included in the transaction. 


'It doesn't 

make 

sense' 


> 


Vertis 

Communications 
in Stevensville not 
part of acquisition 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

After 16 years of hard work at 
Vertis Communications in 
Stevensville, Emile Thebaud says 
he has been relieved of his duties 
along with about 100 other co¬ 
workers. 

"We all got terminated this 
morning," said the local resident 
when he contacted the Fort Erie 
Times on Wednesday. 

In late 2012, Vertis had most of 
its assets acquired by Quad 
Graphics, another company 
based out of the U.S. 

Thebaud thought the acquisi¬ 
tion would take effect locally in 
the new year, but that is not the 

He described the morale as 
being at an obvious low on 
Wednesday morning when the 

most workers are getting older 
and have been working at the 
local plant for decades. 

"For a lot of the guys, it's all we 
know," he said. 

See Page 3 


Make your RRSP contribution today 

It's money in your pocket r 

Contribution deadline is March 1st, 2013 




FOBMRIEJS 

People Helping People 

j 1201 Garrison Road 905 994 1201 
■I 201 Jarvis Street 905 8711552 
forteriecu.com 
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Six Months No Payments OAC on Everything We Sell! 

PrPQrpnt Call us for a free estimate! 

P1 . Mon-Fri8:30AM-5PM 
Mooring Saturday 10AM-3PM 

409 Walden Blvd ■ Behind Sobeys 3 facebook.com/crescentflooring 


A little off the top 


State of the local economy 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Aidan Hennessy, a student at Stevensville Public School, recently raised $840 for 
Ronald McDonald House by cutting off 10 inches of his hair. The trim was done by 
Janice from Hair Envy in Stevensville. 


said there needs to be more 
of a focus on providing major 
tourism venues that will 
draw large amounts of peo¬ 
ple, such as the Canadian 
Motor Speedway. The Fort 
Erie Racetrack also fits into 
the same category. 

"We cannot afford to lose 
those opportunities," said 
Thibert. 

He said the decrease in 
tourism from U.S. residents 
is often attributed to border 
issues like passport laws, or 
tightened security after 9-11, 
but that really isn't why less 
Americans are coming to 
Canada. 

According to Thibert and 
research conducted by the 
EDTC, it is believed that 
Americans find less value for 
their money traveling over 
the border for leisure. 

He says since 1998, about 
75 per cent of the U.S. market 
has been lost. 

Fourteen years ago, about 
22.5 million day trips were 
made by Americans to 
Ontario but since then that 
amount is at an estimated 
five million in 2012. 

He said when numbers 
were much higher over a 
decade ago, it was because 
people who make one-day 
trips, were making them 




“BRING A FRIEND” 

Discount $ 25 r 

LEARN THE KEYS TO SAFE DRIVING 

We are a Ministry Approved Beginner Driver Education Course Provider, 
offering classroom and behind-the-wheel training for teenagers, adults and seniors. 


viduals who have the 
education to fill 
available jobs is 
something the EDTC 
working on. 

"We'U be trying to 
find people who 
night be a match." 

The next general 
evy operating bud¬ 
get meeting is sched¬ 
uled for Jan. 28. 


Kris Dube 

Editor 

The general manager of 
the Fort Erie Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Corporation has provided 
council with an update on 
the state of the local econo- 

On Tuesday night, Jim 
Thibert presented the 
EDTC's 2013 budget council 
to members of council which 
was unanimously approved 
and will be added to the 
overall operating budget that 
will be considered for adop¬ 
tion at the end of the month. 

The EDTC has made a 
request of $622,027 plus a 
supplemental amount of 
$48,361 for reserve replen¬ 
ishment. 

In a nearly three-hour pre¬ 
sentation, Thibert outlined 
some of the challenges 
Greater Fort Erie has faced in 
the last number of years, cit¬ 
ing provincially significant 
wetland legislation at the 
province and the decrease of 
American tourists who come 
to the area, as being just two 
of the major impacts. 

To stimulate the local 
economy with spending 
from U.S. visitors, Tliibert 


FORT ERIE 


DRIVING 


inflPIVCy 3860 Dominion Road, Ridgeway 

(UUnU Oj 905-894-9041 


www.gordsdrivmgschool.com 


kk 

If they liked what 
they saw, they 
might come back 
ten times.” 


Speaking to the Fort Erie 
Times after the meeting, he 
used the grande parade held 
in the summer as an exam¬ 
ple, an event held as part of 
the War of 1812 bicentennial 
celebrations. 

Many U.S. residents 
attended and said if one per¬ 
son enjoyed their stay in 
Niagara, then it's possible 
they will make another trip 
here in the near future. 

"If they liked what they 
saw, they might come back 
ten times," he said. 

On the topic of employ¬ 
ment, Thibert said there are 
a handful of local companies 
that do have positions avail¬ 
able, but finding qualified 
candidates to fill these spots 
has been a struggle. 


go unfulfilled," 
said. 

he 


gue with people in 
e local business 


He said having 
discussions 
with employers 
about finding a way 
to locate local indi- 

























A Youth Perspective 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Michael Blair, chair of the Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee and a Niagara Catholic District School 
Board student trustee, provided his thoughts on the hurdles young people may face finding a career 
in Fort Erie, after college or university. Read the story on page 5. 


'Who is going to hire us now ? 1 

Vertis employees, said the there 20 plus years," he said. 
From Page 1 union's lawyer is now looking "It doesn't make sense. We 

into how the employees can had a very happy customer 
"Who is going to hire us receive their severance pay. base. Theywere very happy with 

now?" "Our lawyer has to find out a us." 

Jim Thibert, general manager whole lot of answers," he said. Claire Ho, a spokesperson for 


of the Fort Erie Economic Since Vertis is based in the Quad Graphics, explained that 
Development and Tourism U.S., he explained, employees on Wednesday the acquisition 
Corporation said the plant has will likely have to file a claim for of the company had been com- 
’ ’ " long time and their severance and termination pleted, a process that began last 
pay in a U.S. bankruptcy court. 

Wickson had worked at the 


struggled for 
that it did file for bankruptcy i 
the U.S. last year. 


October. 

"The Stevensville facility was 
lot involved in the transac¬ 


ts apparent closure is 
that the U.S. based 
company that took 
over operations last 
year, that has plants 
all over the states does 
not find it feasible to 
keep the Stevensville 
location open. 

"They don't want a 
plant in Fort Erie 
because they have 
nothing to do with 
Canada." 

Thibert said that on 
Wednesday after¬ 
noon, a meeting has 
been scheduled 
between the EDTC 
and both national and 
local officials from the 
union that represents 
employees at the 
plant. 

"We're trying to find 
out what rights 
employees have and 
what options are 
here," said Thibert. 

Dan Wickson, pres- 

Communications, 
Energy and 

Paperworks Union of 
Canada Local 425-G, 
which represents 


CHALLENGE 

The Magic of Collaboration 


FORT ERIE 
CHAMBER 



February 13,2013 

Clarion Hotel & Conference Centre' 
1485 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 

8 a.m. to Noon 11 ** 


A hands on workshop designed for individuals & corporate teams to explore the 
secrets of collaborative learning, presentation skills, time management and more 
— in an active and fun challenge while learning & performing magic. 


REGISTRATION; -includes breakfast buffet 
$40 plus tax for individuals 
$35 plus tax corporate table of 8 


nigh’s sweet shop 


905 - 871-3803 
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Brick to lack of focus in drive- fortunate to have agencies like 
thru line these to receive services from... 

I'd like to send a brick to people that's for sure, 
who don't pay attention when 


JEWELLERY 
AND WATCH 


idling in a local coffee shop 1 ! 
drive-thru. There are 
dozens of cars lined 
up behind you, filled 
with people who all 
have places to be and 
people to see. When 
I have to lay on my 
horn on more than 
one occasion because 
you are too busy tex¬ 
ting, I find that irri¬ 
tating beyond words. 

Bouquet to staying 
to the point 

This is a bouquet to 
people who are able 
to stay on point when 
sharing an argument. 

You may make sev¬ 
eral good points at 
first, but when you 



Bouquet to optimism 

This is a bouquet to all 
the people who, despite 
all the negativity and 
doom and gloom attitudes 
many people have, still 
feel Fort Erie will pick 
itself up and dust itself 


Brick to people who 
don’t understand the 
greed of pro sports 
players 


| The NHL lockout has 
n end and this 
I weekend many fans will 
| be watching games from 
| home on TV. There's noth¬ 
ing wrong with that. This 
brick is directed at the 
rt bring- people who will still buy the 
ing up personal matters about merchandise, spend hundreds 
individuals, your point becomes of dollars on tickets and o 


lost rather quickly. 


I'd like to send a 
huge bouquet to the 
local Salvation 
Army, St. Vincent 
De Paul and 
Comunity Outreach 
Program Erie for all 
the hard work and 
extra hours they put 
in during the holi¬ 
day season, helping 
those who are less 
fortunate. Families certainly ai 


priced concession food. It's hard 
to ignore a love for the game, we 
all know that. But they don't 
deserve our money, since they 
already have taken in more than 
enough of it over the 


I'd like to say thank 
you to the young 
man who helped me 
to my car in the 
snow recently. 
You're an exception- 


bricks.forterie@sun- 
media.ca or phone: 
905-871-3100 
ext. 210 



REDUCE GREY HAIR 

ENAISSANCE iffiS. 

c Specializing in 

eftair styling Center i_ ong Layers, Fades 
& Flat Tops 


No Appointment Required 

Hours: Tues - Thurs 9 am - 5 pm 
Fri- Sat 9 am -1 pm 
joe@forterierenaissance.com 
516 Garrison Road, Fort Erie 

905-871-1211 
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Expecting couple open to suggestions choosing baby's name 




Fax resume to 905-871-5474 


Any couple expecting a 
newborn child will admit 
that coming up with the 
right name is a challenge. 

That's why Matt and 
Trisha O'Brien, from 
Trailside Bar and Grill in 
Ridgeway, are leaving the 


task up to their clientele. 

Their first bom son is due 
in early March and over the 
last few weeks, the couple 
has been getting plenty of 
feedback from their regular 
patrons through a contest 
that will ultimately decide 
their baby's name when he 

Matt said since the estab- 


People were 
already throwing 
out names, so we 
decided to make 
it a contest.” 


AGCO 


Notice of Liquor Licence 
Application 

The following establishments have applied to the Alcohol 
and Gaming Commission of Ontario for a liquor licence 
under the Liquor Licence Act 
Application for a Sales Licence 
BRIMSTONE BREWING COMPANY INC. 

209 RIDGE ROAD NORTH 
RIDGEWAY (Indoor and outdoor area) 

Deadline for submissions: February 8,2013 
SESSIONS ON THE RIVER 
133 NIAGARA BOULEVARD 
FORT ERIE (Indoor area) 

Deadline for submissions: February 7,2013 
Any resident of the municipality may make a written 
submission as to whether the issuance of the licence 
is in the public interest having regard to the needs and 
wishes of the residents. Please include your name, 
address and telephone number. If a petition is submitted 
to the Commission, please identify the designated contact 
person. Note: The AGCO gives the applicant copies of any 
objections. Anonymous objections are not considered. 

The personal information gathered is collected under the 
authority of the Liquor Licence Act. The principal purpose 
of the collection is to assess eligibility for the issuance of 
a liquor sales licence. Copies of all objections are given 
to the applicant. The information may also be disclosed 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act Questions about this collection should 
be directed to the Manager, Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario at the address, 
telephone numbers or e-mail address listed below. 
Submissions to be sent to: Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, 90 Sheppard 
Avenue East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON M2N 0A4. 

Tel: 416-326-8700 OR Toll-free in Ontario: 1-800-522-2876. 
Fax: 416-326-5555. E-mail: licensing@agco.on.ca 


lishment opened in April of 
last year, he and his wife 
have come to know and love 
many of their regulars and 
allowing them into the 
baby-naming process is 
something they wanted to 
do. 

"Our whole life is basical¬ 
ly vented through our cus¬ 
tomers," said Matt. 

"We spend more time 
here than we do at home," 
he added. 

Since the contest was Matt and Trisha O'Brien, 
started, Matt said he and his their son, who is due to arrive in 
wife are overwhelmed with 

the input received and how be ™,^*1^?1° ^ 
sincere some people have ”* ” " 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Bar and Grill, have asked their customers to help name 
early March. 


Have you 

I HEARD? 

A by Alalna Hllller, M.CI 


'Our regulars ai 
ered family, it's really ni 
that they ca 


Since many 
patrons are already 
parents or grand¬ 
parents, Matt says 
helpful to 
receive advice from 
people who have 
been there before, 
trying to come up 
with the most 
appropriate name 
for their child. 

"A lot of them 


have been a part of this type 
of process for generations." 

Tricia said that when she 
and Matt announced that 
they were expecting, the 
suggestions started adding 
up right away. 

"People were already 
throwing out names, so we 
decided to make it a con¬ 
test," she said. 

Some of the submissions 
made by customers have 
made their way to the top of 
their list, but when it comes 
to officially decide, the cou¬ 
ple will obviously have the 


final say. 

"The winner will definite¬ 
ly be in the running," said 
Tricia. 

Suggestions so far range 
from classic names like Matt 
and Nick to ones that may 
be considered unconven- 

Either way, the couple is 
thankful for everyone who 
has put serious consider¬ 
ation into the fun contest. 

Who knows, maybe 
there's a name out there we 
haven't thought of," said 
Tricia. 


Extremely outgoing individual for 

Level II 

Dental Assistant 

required immediately for a progressive 
dental office in the Niagara area. 

4 days per week. 

No evenings or weekends. 
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Younger generation has low expectations 
about finding a career locally 


It's vital for younger generations to 
pay attention to the issues that will 
affect them, says the chair of the 
Mayor's Youth Advisory Committee 
(MYAC). 

Michael Blair, a 17-year-old grade 
12 student at Lakeshore Catholic 
High School (LCHS), leads the group 
of young voices that is comprised of 
students from LCHS, Fort Erie 
Secondary School and Ridgeway- 
Crystal Beach High School. 

The committee meets about twice 
a month and works closely with town 
council about issues that may impact 
Greater Fort Erie's youth. 


career in Greater Fort Erie. Many feel 
they will have to reside out of the 
region once they earn a diploma and 
enter the workforce. 

"Practically everyone I know that's 
planning on going to a post-second- 
ary institution, understands that in 
Fort Erie, there are no jobs," said 
Blair when sitting down with the Fort 
Erie Times this week. 

"The opinion of Fort Erie, from a 
youth perspective, is that it's boring 
and there's nothing to do but play 
hockey or stare at the river," he 

See page 8 



The Town of Fort Erie 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 
905-871-1600 • Fax905-871-4022 • www.forterie.on.ca T“ORTHERH= 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


OVERNIGHT WINTER PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets free of vehicles during 
the winter months for snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are reminded that 
no overnight parking is permitted. 

Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a vehicle or 
permit a vehicle to remain parked” on any street in Town “between the hours of 2:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 a.m. between November 1,2012 and March 31,2013.” 

The Town's By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of By-law 
No. 2000-89. Your vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and could be towed, 
at your expense, if found in violation of the by-law. 

Enquiries may be directed to the Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers by calling (905) 
871-1600, Extension 2216 (Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 (Matt Richardson). 


TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Senior Revenue Clerk (Competition No. 01-2013) 

In this temporary position, you will support the Manager, Revenue and Collections in 
maintaining 12,500 water and sewer accounts by ensuring data is accurate and complete, 
monitoring arrears, producing monthly bills and resolving customer concerns. You have 
a post-secondary education in accounting or business, technical knowledge of account¬ 
ing practices/procedures, mathematical and reasoning skills and experience in billings 
and collections. Proficient in MS Office, Lotus Notes and Accpac accounting software 
Want to know more? Visit www.town.forterie.ca under Town Services, Employment 
Opportunities. The deadline for receiving applications is NOON, WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 23, 2013. 
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opinion page 


ie Times 


KRIS DUBE, Editor 905-871-3100 ext. 207 
kris.dube@sunmedia.ca 

MYRA ROBERTSON, Sales Manager 905-871-3100 ext. 202 
myra.robertson@sunmedia.ca 


our editorial 


Support councillors as 
individuals, not groups 


The term 'the four councillors' is get¬ 
ting tired and overused. 

Without beating a dead horse, it's no 
secret that there is an obvious divide both 
on council and with residents who closely 
follow local politics. 

So far this year, it seems members of 
council are making an effort to get along 
better than they have in the past with one 
another. 

That's great to see. 

But people on both sides of this local 
divide need to stop saying 'the four coun- 

There is nothing wrong with support¬ 
ing councillors Hill, Steckley, Lubberts 
and Collard...but they should be support¬ 
ed as individual members of council and 


not one specific group. 

The same applies to people who usu¬ 
ally support the remaining three mem- 

If any progress is going to be made in 
2013, pre-meditated opinions of local pol¬ 
iticians' decisions needs to be put to rest. 

Let all members of council work 
together as a team, while they each do 
their own job representing the communi¬ 
ty they were elected to serve. 

There are seven people on council, not 
two groups. 

We are one community that wants to 
see a prosperous future so let's act like it. 

-Kris Dube 



Do You Remember? 


Thanks to Flo Odding 
for calling in about last 
week's photo taken at a 
skate-a-thon for the old 
arena in Fort Erie. Both 
Russell Golding (left) and 
Flo's daughter Melissa Ann 
Odding (right) won prizes 
for their fundraising 


Russell raised the most 
amount of pledges on 
behalf of Fort Erie Kinsmen 
minor hockey and Melissa, 
for the Fort Erie figure 
skating club. 

This particular skate-a- 
thon would have taken 
place about 1978. 

This week's photo 


shows a group of boys par¬ 
ticipating in what looks 
like a food drive. On the 
back is written "Odd fel¬ 
lows Hall, Ridgeway." 

If you know anyone in 
this photo, please call the 
Museum at 894-5322 or 
e-mail us museum@forte- 


Suspension handed to Meteors' Passero seems a little harsh 



Kris Dube 

Editor's Notebbok 


There are two things 
that local hockey fans have 
been paying attention to 
lately and both will unfold 
this Saturday. 

Of course, the National 
Hockey League will attempt 
a 48 game season, with the 
first game on the schedule 
involving the Chicago 
Blackhawks paying a visit 
to the Los Angeles Kings, 
last year's Stanley Cup 
Champions. 

Everyone has been look¬ 
ing forward to the NHL's 


triumphant return. 

It's going to be a great 
day, especially at 7 p.m. 
when I will see the Montreal 
Canadiens hand the 
Toronto Maple Leafs their 
first of many losses in the 
shortened season. 

All that aside, it will be 
the first Fort Erie Meteors 
home game since owner 
and general manager Tony 
Passero learned that the 
Ontario Hockey Association 
has suspended him for two 
years, plus 27 games and a 
$2,750 fine. 

This was handed to 
Passero, who has operated 
the team for over 30 years, 
after an incident during a 
road game against the Port 
Colborne Pirates on New 
Year's Eve. His son Anthony 
was checked from behind 
and received a serious con¬ 
cussion. 

Passero ended up taking 


his team off the ice very 
early in the second period 
and was ejected for verbal 
abuse against one of the 
officials. 

From what I know of the 
situation, I'd say Passero 
was only trying to protect 

He did the right thing. 

I don't think he would 
have reacted any different¬ 
ly if the injured player 

that play on the team. 

A five to ten game sus¬ 
pension might have been a 
little more suitable. 

I'm not siding with 
Passero because I have 
come to know him over the 
last six years covering the 
Meteors, or because I obvi¬ 
ously cheer for the home 
team when it comes to the 
Jr. B Golden Horseshoe 
League. 

I say this because it 


brings back memories of 
when I grew up playing 
minor hockey, on teams 
coached and sponsored by 
my Dad. 

In fact, you may recall 
reading about the Dube 
Welding Canadiens win¬ 
ning a handful of tourna¬ 
ments in issues of the 
'Times-Review' from the 
early 90s. 

I don't think he'll mind 
me saying this, but he was 
also ejected on a couple 
occasions for I guess we 
can say... not mincing any 
words when telling officials 
how he felt about some of 
their calls. 

Both times I remember 
this happening, there was 
an injured player involved. 

It's because coaches 
care about their players, 
whether they are their own 
children or not. Coaches 
are more than just a person 


that athletes learn sports 

They are someone you 
can count on to always be 
on your side, in most cir- 

Passero has said he will 
be appealing the decision, 
so perhaps the load will be 
lightened a bit for him on 
this one. 

Regardless of the out¬ 
come, this ordeal proves 
that head shots and check¬ 
ing from behind are a prob¬ 
lem at all levels of the game 
and continues to be a seri- 

Hockey has always been 
considered the sport you're 
'allowed to fight' in, to qua- 
si-fans of the game. 

Basically, this is a selling 
point for a lot of the small 
market clubs in the U.S. 

But there's also an eti¬ 
quette andrespect involved, 
as strange as that sounds to 


people who have never 
played competitively. 

George Laraque was one 
of the NHL's most notori¬ 
ous tough guys during his 
career. 

He was also known as 
being one of the most well- 
spoken players in the 
league, who often politely 
asked his opponents if 
they'd like to share a dance 
with him and say 'good 
luck' before they dropped 
the gloves. 

In closing, hockey will 
always be a rough sport but 
unfortunately many play¬ 
ers at various levels are 
slowly becoming less 
respectful of one another. 

Keep it clean, boys and 
girls. 

kris.dube@sunmedia. ca 
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opinion paoo 


'Four Councillors' should be 
commended for tenacity 


Dear Editor, 


We all know this is a cru¬ 
cial moment in Fort Erie's 
history. 

Economics has taken its 
toll on this town, and it is 
desperately needed that 
members of council, partic¬ 
ularly our mayor, work 
together for the betterment 
of our community. 

Over the past several 
weeks, the mayor and his fol¬ 
lowers once again, are trying 
to divert the residents' atten¬ 
tion from the issues that will 
move Fort Erie forward, to 
petty vindictive displays in 
the press. Talk about mis¬ 
placed priorities! 

There are specific guide¬ 
lines set out in the municipal 
act that govern issues to be 
discussed in closed sessions 
of council. Our mayor felt it 
was necessary to what I feel, 
breach our municipality’s 
code of conduct rules, and 
purposely reveal informa¬ 
tion from a meeting regard¬ 
ing the hiring of a CAO in our 
local press. 

This is a one of many poor 
examples of leadership he 
has shown, and was done 
solely to discredit four mem¬ 
bers of council. All elected 
officials in Fort Erie are 
required to abide by code of 
conduct rules that have been 
set forth by the municipality, 
and most live up to their 
commitments, but our mayor 
feels he does not need to; 
very unbecoming conduct 
for a seasoned veteran with 


25 years in the political 

In 2010,1 feel the majority 
of citizens voted for change. 
That was evidendy clear by 
the close mayoral election 
result of only five votes, and 
some landslide victories by 

Certain residents of this 
town continue to work over¬ 
time trying to discredit the 
four councillors. 

Recendy, they have taken 
their assault to the newspa¬ 
pers by writing letters to the 
editor. Over the last two years 
their tactics have included; 
slanderous flyers sent to all 
residents of Fort Erie, defam¬ 
ing billboards on Garrison; 
targeted compliance audits 
for first time councillors (at a 
cost of over $ 100k to the resi¬ 
dents that netted the com¬ 
plainant, nothing), personal 
threats, and list goes on, 
including attacks in social 
media venues. Yes, I agree it 
is everyone’s right to chal¬ 
lenge our politicians, but at 
some point common sense 
needs to prevail. What you 
are doing, is seriously dam¬ 
aging this town’s reputation 
to potential businesses want¬ 
ing to move here. All this has 
been orchestrated and 
directed at four councillors, 
with the anticipation of hav¬ 
ing one of them removed 
from council so that the "Old 
Boys" in town, would get 
their majority back. Get over 
it; you lost the election two 
years ago! 

Lately, there also seems to 
be a lot of talk in the press 
and around town about the 


hiring of a new CAO. Before 
the last CAO, (Mr. Schlange) 
was hired, the Town had an 
interim CAO who served in 
that capacity for a year and 
half (sounds familiar). The 
council of that day opted not 
to hire this person for CAO, 
but rather to go outside of 
Town Staff, and hire some¬ 
one from the private sector. 
This has a familiar ring to it, 
yet the council members 
during that period were not 
subject to the severe charac¬ 
ter assassination, defama¬ 
tion and slander, that these 
four councillors have had to 
put up with. The mayor of 
that era handled the situa¬ 
tion appropriately, and 
moved on. He was a leader, 
something we are very seri¬ 
ously lacking that position 

I ask you, would you con¬ 
sider running for council, 
when you are guaranteed 
this type of treatment if you 
are not in alignment with the 
“Old Boys” of Fort Erie? Who 
would run, only to put them¬ 
selves through this constant 
harassment? 

These four guys on council 
need to be commended for 
their tenacity and 'stick-to- 
itiveness,' when others 
would have succumbed to 
the pressure much like pre¬ 
vious councillors did. I praise 
you 4 for holding steadfast to 
your convictions. Stay the 
course, and if you chose to 
run in 2014, you have my 



Please limit letters to 300 words or less 


The Fort Erie Times is re¬ 
enforcing its policy about 
letters to the editor. 

Although some leniency 
has been given this week, 
effective in the next issue 
we will not print any letters 
that exceed 300 words. 


The Fort Erie Times 
reserves the right to edit let¬ 
ters for length, clarity and 
for reasons of libel and good 
taste. The opinions 
expressed in letters to the 
editor do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the 


newspaper, its staff or man¬ 
agement. 

The preferred method of 
submitting a letter is via 
email, but we will accept 
handwritten submissions. 
Send your letters to 
kris. dube@sunmedia. ca. 



Martin shut off mics because 
meetings were 'out of control' 


Dear Editor, 


As someone who like 
yourself, knows about local 
issues, it is important to 
point out a few things 
about Mr. Riel's letter. 

I have eye witnessed 
many of these meetings in 
which mayor Martin has 
shut off the mics like Mr. 
Riel has stated in his letter. 
Of course, I cannot recall 
seeing Mr. Riel at those 
meetings. 

What myself, you and 
many other actual eye wit¬ 
nesses saw was a councilor, 
so desperate to stop the 
Bay Beach condo that he 
often over stepped his 
bounds. I can state as a 
witness that Councilor 
Lubberts was always given 
plenty of opportunity to 
speak and ask questions. 

The problem was that no 
matter what answer he was 
given, he would never 
accept them. 

Mayor Martin was never 
a bully like Mr. Riel claims, 
the Mayor was demonstrat¬ 


ing real leadership by tak¬ 
ing control of those meet¬ 
ings that were getting out 
of hand because of coun¬ 
cillor Lubberts. It was 
councillor Lubberts who, if 
anything, was the bully. 

He argued, asked the 
same questions over and 
over and showed constant 
disrespect to the Mayor 
and town staff. 

I witnessed Acting CAO 
Ron Tripp and former 
Town Solicitor, Heather 
Salter answer all of his 
questions, calmly and pro¬ 
fessionally, one after 
another. 

The problem was that 
Mr. Lubberts would not 
accept any answers he was 
given because he simply 
would not allow anyone to 
correct him or show him 
his errors in information. 

Mr. Lubbert’s attitude 
was distrustful. 

He treated every issue 
like he was being lied to 
and simply would not 
relent. He could never 
allow in his mind that the 
professionals were trying 
to explain everything to 


him and he would become 
more frustrated and bel¬ 
ligerent as he went on, to 
the point where like a true 
leader, mayor Martin would 
have to shut off the mics. 
Like a teacher would send 
a child out of the room for 
refusing to listen. 

Mayor Martin did some¬ 
times have to cut off his 
mic, but like I said it is Mr. 
Riel's own bias towards the 
mayor that inspired his let¬ 
ter. Obviously, the mayor 
and town staff were right 
as the condo met every 
single legal challenge 
thrown at it. Myself and the 
majority of the people who 
attended those meetings 
will attest that mayor 
Martin was forced to take 
control of those meetings 
because they were getting 
out of hand. History is 
always determined by who 
writes the history books. 
Let's try to get this one 
right. 


Greg Bonito 
Fort Erie 
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Sanctuary Centre for the Arts hopes to add nano-brewery 



Fort Erie is one step clos¬ 
er to having its very own 
local beer. 

Local politicians 
addressed an official plan 
and zoning by-law amend¬ 
ment for informational pur¬ 
poses at Monday's council- 
in-committee meeting, to 
allow the Sanctuary Centre 
for the Arts in Ridgeway to 
include a 'nano-brewery' 


tainment, partnering with 
the Fort Erie Arts Council 
(FEAC). 

Concerts, arts exhibits, 
drama classes for children 
and much more has been 
offered at the site, formerly 
the Ridgeway Community 
Church. 

The report heard on 
Monday night allows the 
building's owner Jason 
Pizzicarola and a business 
partner Rod Daigle to move 
forward with their plans for 
the Brimstone Brewing 
KRISDUBt Fort Erie Times Company. 

Jason Pizzicarola and Rod Daigle are in the early stages of adding a nano-brewery to the The zoning by-law 
Sanctuary Centre for the Arts. On Monday night, they made a presentation at a council-in-com- amendment will be consid- 
mittee meeting to make necessary applications. ered when il is brought back 

to council in the near 

A small scale brewery that 
would operate out of the 
lower level in about 500 
square feetin the Sanctuary's 
basement, both proprietors 






BERTIE CHURCH 

5244 Highway #3, Sherkston, ON 

(at Sherkston United Church FacUity) 
905 - 894-0717 

Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 
Speaker: Rev. Andrew Doherty 


Martin says committee doing a 'great job 1 


From Page 5 

Blair hopes that attitude will 
change, along with the local job 
climate. 

"It's one of our priorities to 
stop that, because Fort Erie is a 
beautiful place and we really 
want people to stay here and 
find jobs," said Blair. 

Aside from his roles on the 
MYAC and as a student voice in 
the education system, Blair also 
volunteers at the Fort Erie 
YMCA and is involved with the 
local Army Cadets 2966 squad- 


"I've always loved volunteer¬ 
ing," he said. 

"I love contributing back to 
the community that's been so 
good to me." 

In the next couple of months, 
likely sometime in April, Blair 
says the MYAC will be holding a 
student forum to address local 
issues and gather opinions 
about local issues from youth. 

He says there will be many 
topics to address. 

"This is a really important 

Mayor Doug Martin agreed 
that having a group like the 
MYAC to work with is important 


for the community's future. 

Often council will hear from 
local taxpayers on issues who 
either agree or disagree with 
certain directions being taken 
by the local government, but it 
is crucial to have discussions 
with Fort Erie's youth. 

"We should be talking to who 
we are building for in the long 
term," said Martin. 

"We have to know what they're 
looking for," he added. 

Martin also commended Blair 
and the MYAC for all its hard 
work and dedication. 

"They're doing a great job," 
said Martin. 


door patio, that would be 
192 square- feet on the east 
side of the building, to com¬ 
pliment the plans at the 

Since purchasing the for¬ 
mer church two and a half 
years ago, Pizzicarola said 
the vision he and others 
shared was that it would 
serve as a headquarters for 
all things artistic in Greater 
Fort Erie. 

"I thought Fort Erie in 
general needed more of an 
arts culture," he said before 
council. 

"I felt one way to move 
Ridgeway forward was to 
create an anchor for the 
community," he added. 

According to the local 
architect who owns a num¬ 
ber of properties in down¬ 
town Ridgeway, the 
Sanctuary's partnership 
with the FEAC to host a vari¬ 
ety of activities and events 
has proven to be a success. 

"It's been a great partner¬ 
ship and we're continuing 
to develop and grow," said 
Pizzicarola. 

Ward 1 Coun. Stephen 
Passero asked if when the 
patio is erected, if it will be 
aesthetically pleasing for 
the nearby residents whose 
properties it would face. 

Pizzicarola said it is his 
every intention to make that 
the case, considering the 
time and money that has 
already been invested into 
the building's interior. 

"We're not going to over¬ 
deliver on the inside and 
under-deliver on the patio," 


he said. 

Entertainment is also pro¬ 
posed to take place on the 
outdoor patio, which has 
been a cause of minor con¬ 
cern from impacted neigh¬ 
bours. 

Pizzicarola said the patio 
will not be used as a stage 
for some of the louder musi¬ 
cal acts that have played the 
Sanctuary since it opened. 

Artists with acoustic gui¬ 
tars and other similar acts 
will be targeted for outdoor 
performances. 

"We wouldn't be doing a 
rock show outside," he said. 

Ward 4 Coun. John Hill, 
who represents the Ridgeway 
area commended 

Pizzicarola and everyone 
else behind the Sanctuary 
for its role in the arts com¬ 
munity to date, saying that it 
is his belief that the nano¬ 
brewery being added to the 
downtown core will have 
positive results. 

"I think it's another exten¬ 
sion of what Ridgeway can 
offer,” said Hill. 

The plan isn't being 
accepted without small crit¬ 
icisms though. 

Charles Skinner from S&G 
Automotive, across the 
street from the Sanctuary 
said he is not opposed to the 
idea and in fact was rather 
welcoming of the proposal. 
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WILLSON t* 

Unmatched Service Across Borders 

Customs brokerage, freight forwarding, 
trucking and distribution. 

Unsurpassed service that is seamless, 
transparent, flexible and hassle-free. 

Local knowledge. 24/7 availability. 

Offices at key border points. 


Seamless service across the border? 


Sweet! 


1-800-754-1918 • willsonintl.com 
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The first major event in 
January, was the Dominion 
Repertory Theatre's original 
play 'The Lion and the Eagle,' 
part of local War of 1812 
bicentennial celebrations. 
Sold out crowds enjoyed the 
show at the Old Fort. 


It was announced the OMB 
hearing for the Canadian 
Motor Speedway would take 
place in June. 

An announcement made 
by Ontario's finance minister 
Dwight Duncan sent a chill 
down the horse racing indus¬ 
try's spine, saying that the 


January 

The Ontario Municipal 
Board Canadian Motor 
Speedway pre-hearing was 
held to determine when pro¬ 
ceedings would officially 
begin. No date was set at its 
conclusion, due to conflict¬ 
ing schedules between 

February 

province could improve its 
$16 billion deficit by elimi¬ 
nating funding to racetracks. 

Five members of council 
had their campaign expenses 
from the October 2010 elec¬ 
tion examined by the Niagara 
Compliance Audit 

Committee. 


involved parties. 

The long-awaited opera¬ 
tional review came back to 
council, citing that opera¬ 
tions at Town Hall were 
mostly lean and efficient. 
The cost for the review was 
$91,000. 


A $175 million marina 
project along the Niagara 
Parkway was put on hold by 
the Niagara Parks 
Commission, by not renew¬ 
ing a memorandum of under¬ 
standing between the com¬ 
mission and proponents of 
the project 



Cast members of the Lion and the Eagle, along with the War of 1812 bicentennial committee's 
chair John Johnston and mayor Doug Martin, at the play's opening night. 


1812 

Claybank Farms 

“Farming the Banks of Black Creek since 18 

Sherk Road, Stevensvilie 

905-382-6173 


imi 


1855 


Monday-Wednesday 8am-6pm 
Thursday-Friday 8am-8pm 
Saturday 8am-4pm 


mi 


F7I Canada Trust Fort Erie Public Library 

S*™ Centennial Branch Gilmore Rd„ Fort Erie 


905-894-1281 

■ensville Branch Stevensvilh 

905-382-2051 


mi 


m5 


1101 


Canadian Niagara 
Power Inc. 

1130 Bertie Street, Fort Erie 

905-871-0330 


The Fort Erie Times 

450 Garrison Road, Unit 1 

905-871-3100 


Ridgeway-Crystal 
Beach High School 

576 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 

905-894-3461 




mi 

Cherry Hill 
Golf Club Ltd. 

R.R. #1 Ridgeway 

905-894-1122 


1127 

Glenny Insurance 
Broker Ltd. 

1927- The year of the Peace Bridge, Fort Erie 
Secondary Schoool & GLENNY INSURANCE 
A part of Fort Erie for 85 years 
177 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie 

905-871-0700 


1127 


Glenny lYavel 

Internet Price Match Guarantee! Expert Help! 
450 Garrison Road, Fort Erie 

905-871-4241 



SAVE TIME AT 

. * _ 

WWW.NEXUSNIAGARA.COM 

GET NEXUS 

| ^ ££H§ra start your enrollment today! 
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A vigil was held at the slots in April and was attended by hundreds of people. 


The biggest news story in 
March, was the Ontario and 
Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation's decision to 
close the Slots at Fort Erie 
Racetrack. 

The announcement 
sparked a backlash from 
the entire community, 


The Slots at Fort Erie 
Racetrack were officially 
closed, putting hundreds of 
people out of work. The Fort 
Erie Live Racing Consortium 
proposed to takeover the 
slots but to no avail. A rally 
was held and attended by 


March 

resulting in a rally at 
Queen's Park and several 
politicians calling the 
OLG's modernization strat¬ 
egy a poor direction to be 
taking. The province 
announced it would be 
closing seven welcome 
centres in Ontario, includ- 

April 

hundreds of residents along 
with local officials who 
expressed their frustration 
over the closure. Despite the 
slots being taken out, many 
horse owners and trainers 
arrived at the Racetrack to 
prepare for the 116th sea- 


ing the one in Fort Erie. 
This added to the frustra¬ 
tion of the slots being 
closed, causing mayor 
Doug Martin to say that 
Dalton McGuinty should 
receive a key to the town 
and "lock up and turn off 
the lights before we leave." 


The Fort Erie Fire 
Department held its annual 
awards banquet. 

The Niagara Music Awards 
held a kick-off event at the 
Sanctuary Centre for the Arts 
in Ridgeway. 


ins 

Fort Erie 

Secondary School 

4 Tait Avenue, Fort Erie 

905-871-4610 

Your community High School 

mi 

I^RKPATR ICK 

Monuments and Cemetery.Supplies 

1267 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 
Ph/Fx: 905-871-5558 

Website: www.kirkpatrickstoneworks.com 

mi 

UP 

Niagara Christian Community of Schools 

2619 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie 

www.niagaracc.com 

905-871-6980 


ml 

^crninDinriTiRE 

240 Garrison Road Fort Erie 

905-871-1564 

Mon.-Fri. 8-9, Sat. 8-6, Sun. 9-5 

ms 

Rebstock’s 
Insurance Office 

210 Ridgeway Road Crystal Beach 

905-894-2974 

mi 

Jones, Jamieson 
& Redekop 

Barristers & Solicitors 

288 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 
905-894-0220 


m6 

2763 Stevensville Road, Stevensville 
905-382-3126 

www.meridiancu.ca 

ms 

D&W 

Upholstering 

203 Niagara Blvd., Fort Erie 
905-871-5690 

mi 

Beam Home Builders 

Lawrence Beam, President 
• Custom Flomes • Management Fee Contracts 
• Consulting • Additions & Garages 
/^\ Stevensville 

(©) 905-382-3751 

LBilder41@aol.com 


mi 

Fort Erie Community 
Credit Union Ltd. 

201 Jarvis Street • 905-871-1552 
1201 Garrison Road • 905-994-1201 

m& 

McGregor-Miller 

Limited 

All Kinds of Insurance 

3701 Main Street East, Stevensville 279 High Street, Fort Erie 

905-382-2431 905-871-3623 

1151 

Nicholl’s Marine Ltd. 

162 Niagara Boulevard, Fort Erie 

905-871-1965 
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In May, the Ontario 
Superior Court of Justice 
handed down its ruling on a 
civil lawsuit over the Bay 
Beach condo project, that 
favoured the controversial 
development. 

It was announced that 
both Rose Seaton Public 


Five inductees were added 
onto the Fort Erie Sports 
Wall of Fame inside the 
Leisureplex. 

The Ontario Municipal 
Board hearing on the 
Canadian Motor Speedway 
was held and concluded in a 


May 

School and Fort Erie 
Elementary School would be 
closing its doors at the end of 
the 2013 academic year. 

The Town of Fort Erie's 
director of legal services was 
terminated, following a 
series of closed session 
meetings held and a deci- 

June 

week. Some opponents of 
the project were able to 
reach an agreement with 
officials from the develop- 

The Grande Parade toured 
through parts of town, 
involving about 80 units 


sion made by council. She 
was given a severance pack¬ 
age that is still not known by 
the public. 

The Fort Erie Racetrack 
held its opening day. 

Ground was broken on the 
new Central Avenue fire sta- 


from all over North America. 
Thousands of spectators 
came out to enjoy the event. 

The Fort Erie Fire 
Department celebrated 150 
years of service to the com¬ 
munity at station no. 1 on 
Bertie Street. 



The War of 1812 bicentennial's Grande Parade moving along the Niagara Parkway in June. 


mi 

Green Acres 
Family Restaurant 

1554 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 

905-871-1212 

1167 

Happy Jack’s 
Restaurant 

98 Niagara Boulevard, Fort Erie 

905-871-3970 

ms 

dP zniniiita diatom 
03 r io/z£z± ^dimitsd 

“Service is Our Frame of Mind” 

90 Archange Street, Fort Erie 905-871-5922 


Jack Shaw's 

Green Acres Service 

Corner of Garrison & Pettit Roads, Fort Erie 

905-871-1816 

mo 

Carroll’s Bowling 

Lanes 

7 Klauck Street, Fort Erie 

905-871-0818 

mi 

Marr Electric Motor 
Service 

50 Klauck Street, Fort Erie 
905-871-3070 


mi 

'pittUtftw TIRE’kbs 3 

1200 GILMORE RD AT QEW • FORT ERIE 
• 905-871-2905 • 905-871-8010 

im 

Dr. Patricia Teal 

238 Bertie Street, 

Fort Erie 

905-871-6737 

ms 

May Wah 
Restaurant 

90 Niagara Boulevard, Fort Erie 

905-871 -2422 


1176 

Peninsula Plastics 
Limited 

620 Industrial Drive, Fort Erie 

Fax:905-871-4811 

(905) 871-4766 

ms 

EQUINE 

FORGINGS LTD. 

577 Industrial Drive, Fort Erie 
905-871-7882 

1180 

Ditsch Greenhouses 

3335 Nigh Road, at Burleigh, 
Ridgeway 

Phone: 905-894-2305 








































Ultimate Air Dogs Canada, at the Friendship Festival in July. 


The 26th annual 
Friendship Festival took 
over Fort Erie in early July 
with the usual attractions 
like rides, vendors, live 
music and much more. 

The following weekend, 
the annual Ridgeway 
Summer Festival was held. 


The Friends of Crystal 
Beach, a local non-profit 
group, was denied renewal 
of its bingo license. 

It was announced that 
Zeller's would be closing its 
doors in Fort Erie. 

The final twilight Tuesday 
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July 

which also drew out large 
crowds. 

The 77 th run of the Prince 
of Wales Stakes Race was 
held at the Fort Erie 
Racetrack, with record 
numbers. About $1.2 mil¬ 
lion in wagering was placed 
on the historic race, 

August 

at the Fort Erie Racetrack 
was held, with the best food 
and beverage sales the facil¬ 
ity had seen all year. 

The Fort Erie Music Fest 
was held in downtown 
Ridgeway, with several local 
acts taking the stage such as 


between on- site bets at 
Fort Erie and off-track bet¬ 
ting around the world. 

The Ministry of Natural 
Resources issued an overall 
benefit permit for a toad 
habitat required for the 
Crystal Beach Gateway 
Project. 


Amber Reigns. 

The Sanctuary Centre for 
the Arts held the local edi¬ 
tion of Niagara's Night of Art, 
one of 12 similar events that 
took place last year in the 
region, through government 
funding. 


mo 

John R. Girdlestone President 

Tel’: 905-871-7171 

^ QU ]= EN ST - Fax: 905-871-3791 

Cell: 905-651-7885 

FORT ERIE, ONT johng@girdlestonebrokerage.com 

1181 

^ The Barrel 

224 Garrison Road, Fort Erie 

B V81 

K. Riel Electric Ltd. 

430 Gorham Road, Ridgeway 

905-894-2229 


905-871-1167 
Authentic • Fresh • Italian 


m3 

Fort Erie 

Conservation Club 

www.forterieconservationclub.ca 

905-382-2260 

ms 

Royal Customs 
Brokerage 

24 Princess Street, Fort Erie 
905-871-7961 
www.royal-customs.com 

1181- 

Dr. Terry McKay, 

B.SC., M.Sc. D.M.D. 

Practice of Family Dentistry 

179 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 

905-894-5555 


nm 

D.W. Howard 
Realty Ltd. 

384 Ridge Road, Ridgeway 
905-894-1703 

1185 

Big Brothers, Big Sisters 

Serving the areas of Greater Fort Erie, Welland, 

Port Colborne, Pelham and Wainfleet 

Fort Erie Office Welland Office 

905-871-8836 905-735-0570 

ms 

%BSL 

Business Success & Loan Centre Fort Erie 

45 Jarvis Street. Fort Erie 
905-871-7331 


ms 

Vic Berg’s 
Carpet Clean 

Stevensviiie 

905-382-2565 

1188 

AYR Fort Erie 

™55r TIM-BR MART 

584 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 

905-871-3648 

Fax: 905-871-9101 

1188 

Mid City Auto Service 

5051 Garrison Road., Ridgeway 

905-894-1683 
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September 


In September, council 
chose a hiring firm to recruit 
a new chief administrative 
officer for just over $28,000. 

Earlier in the month, 
council was given three 
options to fill the position, 
but decided not to go with 
any of them. 


Mayor Doug Martin 
raised concerns about the 
termination of the Town's 
solicitor, saying that details 
of her dismissal should be 
made public. 

The Fort Erie Racetrack 
held its 'Circle the Course' 
fundraiser and food drive 

October 


for Community Outreach 
Program Erie, which was 
deemed a huge success. 

Three local men, includ¬ 
ing a Niagara Regional 
Police officer, faced charges 
involving a cross-border 
cheese smuggling opera- 


In October, the process of Justice on the development, in Bloom committee trav- 

re-instating the Friends of was also dismissed, elled to Edmonton for a 

Crystal Beach's bingo license Appellants were ordered to national symposium, where 

began. pay costs to both the Town they received top honours. 

An appeal filed by critics and the Molinaro Group, the Helen Peacock, founder of I 
of the Bay Beach project developer behind the proj- a local dance school that Mjk m f the « par t me nt«JBtion no. 6 gettilfppareipthe annuallMlted 

over a verdict made by the ect operated for decades in Fort Ha||owee[) ^ hosted b £ |oca| f|re jn 

c —“— r Court of TheFortEne Communities c 



mi 

nm 

• s' BERTIE TIRE 

H CENTRE LTD. 

Locally Owned & Operated 

FULL MECHANICAL SERVICE 

2776 Stevensville Road, Stevensville 
905-382-3173 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

AND CONTINUED SUCCESS FOR 
YEARS TO COME 

YOU ARE THE FOUNDATION 

OF OUR TOWN. 

Wm Park Lane. 

ViHOME BUILDERS 

“Quality Built for Generations of livingj^ JJ; 

Phone: 905-685-0688 (St. Catharines) 
Ed: 905-651-8857 
www.parklanehomebuilders.com 


mr 

Fort Erie Physiotherapy & 
Rehabilitation Centre 

238 Bertie Street 

Fort Erie, ON L2A 1Z3 
(905) 871-3180 

tiff 

Durward, Jones, 
Barkwell & Company LLP 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

1264 Garrison Road, (Park Plaza), Fort Erie 

905-871-3565 

2002 

Benner Funeral 
Services Inc. 

905-871-0444 

Darren Flagg, Funeral Director 


2002 

LAKESIDE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Quality Work - Fair Prices 

Simon Grant Owner 
905.894.8751 

lakesidehi @ cogeco.ca 

2002 

^ ■ Just Add 

/obey/ 

450 Garrison Rd. • Fort Erie 

2005- 

Peters Excavating Inc. 

3976 Bowen Road 

Stevensville 

905-991-1313 


2005 

Goodness Grapes 

66 Idylewylde Place, Fort Erie 

905-994-9463 

“Where Fine Wines Are Born” 

2005 

The Old Bank 

& Bar 

Your Celebration Destination 

41 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie 

Phone: 905.994.9222 

2007 

RIDGEWAY WELLNESS 
CENTRE 

355 Ridge Road N., Ridgeway 
905-894-1551 

ridgewaywellnesscentre.com 






































Officials at the Fort Erie 
Racetrack were at first con¬ 
cerned with recommenda¬ 
tions made by a racing 
industry panel who said the 
track could operate in 2013 
with 30 race dates. Later in 
the month, discussions re- 


Several groups and businesses made donations to local charities, such as one made by The 
Lasting Impression Store in Ridgeway to the Fort Erie Kinettes. Owners Dave and Melody Simons, 
their Helper Jackson Hooper along with their customers made this large donation of toys in 
December, in the photo are Dave and Melody Simons, Jackson Hooper, along with Kinettes 
Debbie Woehl, K.D. Moore, Yvonne Lauder and Kelly Kendrick. 


In December, council 
decided to send the hiring 
firm it retained earlier in the 
year, back into the market, 
in the search for a chief 
administrative officer. 

The Ontario Municipal 
Board agreed to hear an 


Saturday, January 

November 

opened with the panel to re¬ 
consider that number and 
the track's future. 

Comedy legend Dan 
Aykroyd visited the Peace 
Bridge Duty Free to promote 
his Crystal Head Vodka. 

The annual Red Ribbon 

December 

appeal over the Canadian 
Motor Speedway, being 
made by the Preservation of 
Agricultural Lands Society. 

Students and teachers 
protested Bill 115. 

John Fulton, also known 
as Surfing Santa, held his 
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Art Exhibit and Sale was held 
in Ridgeway. 

The Ontario Municipal 
Board dismissed appeals 
made over the Canadian 
Motor Speedway. These dis¬ 
missals were then appealed 
by an environmental group. 


annual holiday stunt in Lake 
Erie and the Niagara River. 

The Flames Across 
Niagara event was held, a 
bonfire to commemorate 
200 years of peace between 
the United States and 
Canada. 



2008 

FRIENDSHIP TRAIL BED 
AND BREAKFAST 

328 Kraft Road., Fort Erie 
905-871-1424 

www.friendshiptrailbandb.ca 

2010 

Performance Plus Car Care Centre 
475 Central Ave., Fort Erie 

289-320-8179 

www.performancepluscarcare.ca 

2010 

Performance Plus Car Care Centre 
475 Central Ave., Fort Erie 

289-320-8179 

2010 

Active Care 

to everyone who participated in our year 
in Review. See you next year 

LEAH HAVILL-BSMS PT. DPT. MGS 

660 Garrison Rd., Fort Erie 
289-320-9600 • www.activecarephysio.ca 
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Some concern about parking issues 


From Page 8 


But he said parking issues 
need to be addressed. 

Whenever there is a well- 
attended concert or event at 
the Sanctuary, he says many 
patrons will end up parking 
in his lot after business 
hours. 

This raises the issue of lia¬ 
bility for him, since many 
customers drop their vehi¬ 
cles off after 5 p.m. for repair 


the next day and if someone 

them accidentally, it leaves 
him responsible. 

On occasion, he has set up 
a blockade so no one can 
enter his property, but he 
doesn't want to do that every 
time there is a function 
across the street. 

"I can't close off my park¬ 
ing lot every night, it's not 
feasible for me to do that," 
said Skinner. 

Daigle is considered the 
brains behind the art of 


brewing in the partnership 
and he said the primary goal 
is to create an identifiable 
and local product. 

"We want this to be con¬ 
sidered a local beer, some¬ 
thing that comes from Fort 
Erie," said Daigle. 

It is planned that 
Brimstone would be served 
at events held at the facility 
and even to other local 
establishments who both 
Pizzicarola and Daigle claim 
have expressed plenty of 
interest. 





ABIES in 
REYIEW^F 
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Passero gets two-year suspension for pulling team off ice 


Meteors owner 
and general 
manager will 
appeal decision 
handed down 
byOHA 
Cory Smith 
QMI Agency Niagara 

Pulling his team off the ice 
for two minutes will take 
Tony Passero out of junior 
hockey for a lot longer. 

The Ontario Hockey 
Association suspended 
Passero, the Fort Erie 
Meteors owner and general 
manager, for two years and 
27 games, and fined him 
$2,750 as a result of a Dec. 31 
incident against the Port 
Colborne Pirates. 

Passero said he will 
appeal. 

"I’m very disappointed. 
(It’s) way too much for what 
I did and what was involved 
and what’s going to be 
involved. I feel that after they 
hear my side of the story and 
why I did things and stuff, I 
expect a big change in the 
suspension.” 

The incident occurred 
2:37 into the second period 
of the Meteors’ New Year's 
Eve game in Port Colborne. 
Pirates defenceman Blaine 
Bechard drilled Meteors for¬ 
ward Anthony Passero — 
Tony’s son — from behind. 


In the ensuing scrum, Fort 
Erie’s Aaron Wanat received 
a minor penalty for rough¬ 
ing after the whistle. 

Tony Passero was 
incensed, and referees 
Daniel Adie and Justin 
Creamer quickly ejected 
him for verbal abuse, which 
carries an automatic two- 
game suspension. Tony 
Passero was suspended 
seven additional games for 
threatening an official. 

He pulled the Meteors 
from the ice in protest and 
they forfeited the game after 
two minutes elapsed. 

“This (hit to Anthony 
Passero) was premeditated, 
it was talked about,” he said. 
"They said they were going 
to do it and they did it I’ve 
been around 33 years as a 
coach and general manager 
in Fort Erie, I’ve seen a lot of 
junior B games, a lot of hock¬ 
ey, and besides the (Todd) 
Bertuzzi (incident, when he 
broke Steve Moore’s neck 
with a sucker punch in 2004), 
this is probably the worst 
thing I’ve seen in a long time. 
That’s what provoked me, 
when the ref said their guy 
got five minutes and your 
guy got two minutes for 
sticking up for him taking a 
sucker punch. That’s when 
things changed for the 
worse. I can’t accept that. 
Whether it’s one or two years 
(suspension), I’m going to 
stick to my guns.” 




Tony Passero 


An appeal date will be set 
within 15 days and heard by 
an OHA panel at its 
Cambridge office. OHA 


kk 

You can't have 
that in the game.” 

— Tony Passero 


managing director Karen 
Phibbs said she couldn't 
comment on the specifics of 
Passero’s suspension prior 
to the appeal, but she 
acknowledged the punish¬ 
ment was “significant." 

Bechard was suspended 
six games for the hit and has 


not appealed. 

Anthony Passero, mean¬ 
while, has not returned to 
the ice or to school since 
receiving a concussion from 
the hit. The best-case sce¬ 
nario is Passero, 17, returns 
in time for the playoffs, his 
father said. 

"You can’t have that in the 
game,” he added. "The OHA 
talks about head checking, 
hits from behind, we have to 
get it out of the game. 

"Of all this, the player 
suckering my son, knocking 
him out, refs making that 
call, the guy who gets the 
biggest suspension is me." 

The suspension, which 
prevents Passero from par¬ 


ticipating in any team activi¬ 
ties or functions, would have 
likely been much less if he 
didn't pull his team off the 

Hockey Canada rule 10.14 
states "the team officials ... 
of the team which are 
responsible for any of these 
actions may be suspended 
for one year or more from 
the date of the infraction.” 

Passero said he did it to 
protect his players and that 
he would do it again. 

“I hope I get to say my 
piece and all the things I 
know happened,” he said. “I 
think they’ll find it will be 
different than they were 
told." 


M Environment Environnement l' Q riQrj*Q 

Canada Canada Vv<Xl IdUd 


Public Notice 

Recovery Strategy for the Fowler’s Toad 

Environment Canada has proposed a recovery strategy 
for the endangered Fowler’s Toad, as required under the 
federal Species at Risk Act. 

In Canada, the Fowler's Toad occurs at three locations 
along the Lake Erie shoreline in southern Ontario. These 
locations are: in the Rondeau area, on the Long Point 
peninsula and along the Niagara peninsula. 

The proposed recovery strategy outlines steps to protect 
the Fowler’s Toad and identifies areas of critical habitat 
for this species. Under the Species at Risk Act, it is 
illegal to destroy critical habitat. 

You are invited to comment on the proposed recovery 
strategy for the Fowler's Toad and get involved in its 
recovery. View the strategy and provide your comments 
online at www.sararegistry.gc.ca (click on “public 
consultations”). Or contact: 

Canadian Wildlife Service - Ontario 

Environment Canada 

4905 Dufferin Street 

Toronto, ON M3H 5T4 

E-mail: Speciesatrisk_ontario@ec.gc.ca 

Fax: 416-739-5845 

Please provide your comments by March 10,2013. 


Avis public 

Programme de retablissement pour 
le crapaud de Fowler 

Environnement Canada propose un programme de 
retablissement pour la population en voie de disparition 
du crapaud de Fowler, tel que requis en vertu de la Loi 
sur les especes en peril du gouvernement federal. 

Au Canada, le crapaud de Fowler est present dans trois 
endroits situes le long des berges du lac Erie dans le sud 
de I’Ontario. Ces endroits sont: dans la region de Rondeau 
ainsi que dans les peninsules de Long Point et Niagara. 
Le programme de retablissement propose decrit les 
etapes envisagees en vue de proteger le crapaud de 
Fowler et designe les aires qui abritent des habitats 
essentiels pour cette espece. Rappelons qu’aux termes 
de la Loi sur les especes en peril, il est illegal de detruire 
un habitat essentiel. 

Nous vous invitons a nous faire parvenir vos commentaires 
sur le programme de retablissement propose pour le 
crapaud de Fowler et prendre part a son retablissement. 
Veuillez consulter le programme et nous faire part de vos 
commentaires en ligne a www.registrelep.gc.ca (cliquez 
sur I’onglet«consultations publiques»). Vous pouvez 
aussi communiquer avec nous a I’adresse suivante: 
Service canadien de la faune, region de I’Ontario 
Environnement Canada 

4905, rue Dufferin 

Toronto (Ontario) M3H 5T4 

Courriel: Speciesatrisk_ontario@ec.gc.ca 

Telecopieur: 416-739-5845 

Veuillez nous faire parvenir vos commentaires avant 

le 10 mars 2013. 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 
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"yourlifemoments. 


For Obituaries call: 

1-877-750-5054 

Fax: 1-866-485-8461 


All other moments call: 

1-888-786-7821 

Fax: 1-866-757-0227 




Happy 50th Anniversary 
Bob & Nancy Seymour 

Love, your family. 


Birthdays ■ Birthdays 



Happy 90th Birthday 
Dad 

(Frank Durante) 

January 21st 
Love, from your family 





HOWE, R. Dalton - A Celebration of Life. 
The family of the late Dalton Howe of 
Stevensville, Ontario would like to invite 
family and friends to an informal reception 

Saturday, January 26,2013 

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch #71 
70 Garrison Road 
Fort Erie, Ontario 


Greg Klauck 

January 20, 2007 
It’s hard to believe 
So much time as passed 
Hope you caught your balloons. 
Love, Chris, Leanne, 
Alyssa, Lexis and Brooke 





I am proud to call 
Fort Erie home. 

When families place their trust with me, 

I do absolutely everything 
I can to assist them. 

Facilitating their needs and ensuring that the 
services they have selected are handled in a 
personal and professional manner are vital. 

I take personal pride in helping in 
any manner that I am able. 

Darren Flagg 

1105 Benner Rd., Fort Erie 
(905) 871-0444 

www.bennerfuneralservices.com 
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2013 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4 

*26495 


I 

CHOOSE 

I 


152 @ 4.49 


STEP UP TO THE 2013 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4 


ALL-NEW 2013 RAM 1500 


CANADA’S MOST FUEL EFFICIENT 
FULL-SIZE PICKUP* 




















